IS   IT  A   CURSE?

forward 'this Bill to eradicate a deep-rooted evil from
the Hindu society, namely, early marriage/ and con-
tinues in this vein :

It is sapping the vitals of our race, and to let
this continue is to commit racial suicide. . . The
practical effects of child marriage, as I have stated
before, are twofold. First, it implies cohabitation
at an immature age, sometimes even before pu-
berty, and practically always on the first signs of
puberty. . . ,x

But why follow further Into horrors when enough
has already been quoted to indicate the convictions of
that leading Hindu assemblyman, Mr. Sinha ?

This particular debate lasted over four hours; by
far the majority of the speakers supported the 'idea
of reform, and others besides those already quoted
found strong words to express their sense of impending
doom for their race. Thus Munshi Iswar Saran, mem-
ber for the Lucknow Division, declared :

Sir, I submit that the Hindu race is dying and
one of the causes responsible for our slow decay is
early marriage. . . , What are we to-day ? We are
feeble and weak, not morally but certainly physi-
cally, because of this early marriage.2

Opinion differed, however, as to which parts of the
Hindu community are the worst offenders in the in-

1 Legislative Assembly Debates, September isth, 1927, pp. 4,413.
13- , Ibid., pp. 4,446-47.